THE LEADER STATE

let us hamper our statesmen with assertions to the effect that the
German people do not want this.

GUSTAV STRESEMANN, Reichstag speech, i March
1917.    Bibl. II, ii, p. 501.

WE do not desire to be thrown back to the position which rendered
it possible for a hostile world conspiracy to threaten us with the danger
of destroying our existence. Far more do we wish to create a world
situation which will assure us for a considerable time against the
repetition of such attempts at strangulation. But for this purpose
we require a real extension of our political and economic might!
The peace must bring us an extension of power in the east and the
west, in Europe and overseas, since otherwise it will in truth connote
a struggle for existence for us!

OTTO VON GIERKE.    1917.    Bibl. VIII, D. 78, p. 5.

WE Germans will soon be a people of a hundred millions, settled in
the middle of Europe in the most difficult position. Thus we are
entitled to demand that the small foreign tribes on our borders should
take our position into account. That is a demand of the highest
moral justification. Here the right of the small finds its limitation
in the right of the great for the highest moral reasons.

Dir. HAux.1    1918.    Bibl. VIII, D. 86A (I, 34, p. 327).

THE Germans have always been a nation of colonisers on the grand
scale. The Teutonic hosts of the Migration of Peoples were, at
bottom, nothing but colonists in search of land.

HUGO MARQUARDSEN.S    1918.    Bibl. VIII, E. n, p. 3.

THE demand for colonies was a logical outcome of the Reich idea and
of the national economic policy. If Germany was to be a political
and economic Great Power, she had to carry on not only a European
but also a world policy; if German economy as a whole was to be
strengthened, it was necessary to enter into world economy with
trade, shipping, investment, banks, subsidiaries and branches.

A. SARTORIUS VON WALTERSHAUSEN.    1920.    Bibl. VIII,
D. 158, p. 343.

1 Director of Krupp's Works in Essen.

2  Geographical Rapporteur in the B.eich Colonial Office.
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